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is considered sguificantly Unionist and

of the Dermocratic cla-.mn for Clerk,
pt-at- Arms snd Postmaster were
Iwm’.ﬁ due furmality by a pira voce vote,
:w of which was relieved only by a
the M:. Jones of Tennessee rose, and with
emphasis of prouunciation, said:
er, 1 nominate for Clerk of the Housn
Jows C. Allen of Illinois.” “No you don't,”
ont a dozen voicen, ‘' Iis name is James.
Nr. He repeated his motion,
amid geasral laughter, Mr. Jicms C. Allen was
r.lbrﬂl.li as nominated fur Clerk.
‘After selecting its officers, from Speaker t0 Post-
master, the House, at 34 u't'lnh,m‘l{uurnad. During
the Iast Bour of its proceedings, Mr. Sumner was
in the House—the Senale bhaving sdjoarnnd—and
was warmly greeted by his friends snd acquaints
He seems to be in good henlth and excellent
. Tie has tuken lodgings en F etrect, batween
onth and Fifteenth, just behind Willard's

' The pomioee?

ﬂ.t“lie. fiery apeech_recently made by Gen. Lane 10
Kapsas makes /- wusation here mmong the
’ . inasort of talk they can

n‘lllnt seard a promioent Southern
member of & ~1 #ay it reminded him of the
I'rench It counld be compared to nothin

ot the of Danton, lluba'pidrm og
Marsh gontlemen will begin to find out,

sod by, § taeir project of Africaniziog nnq en-
slaving the continent iv leading to. They are driving
e to the verge of civil war, und yet they
um smboged that men begin to talk of blood. It is
to bs Boped that they will paunse iu time, ere it
become teo late.

———
THE DESIGNS OF BRIGIHAM YOUNG.
Gorrevpondence of The Peamaylvavia Inquirer.

Wasnisuros, Dee, T, 1857,
with Mr. Berohisel, the delegats
from Utah, has enlightencd me to some extent ns to the
desigus of Brigham Youog. Although tais venerable
patriarch is rather BOD-( cmmitisl, yet anidea or hint
0 alips from him, on which ressoosble pre
»u may bo predicated. It appenra carlain that
the Mormons have in reserve, as a fioal plase of re.
treat, & settiement ob the borders of Upper Californiy,
which, by their arrengements with sowe of the fudian
, they will be able to hold cst Mexico, and
which i# beyond the jurisdiction of the Uaitad Statss.
Yourg has used his powers a3 Iudian Agent to surry
favor with these tiibes, and has them under his ¢oa-
mol. It is not probable that he contemplates a ragu
lar battle with the Government troops.  He will an-
»0y atd impede them in every pos:ible maunsr, de:
stroy their provisions, emmunition aod forage when-
sver he can lay hands npon it, and wink at ssaassinn-
tions, ambushes indiegrinnte slaughter, whenover
sesomwplished by his own people or their lodian alliea,
e dare not op our arroy 1o regular warfare, and
be knows that he has placed himself beyond the pale
of pardon. He ir aware that Urah is no longer a safe
udence, but he is determined not to retreat without
doing all the mischief he can. As to human life, he
is ae remorseless an Nero, and teaches his peopls that
it is mo sin, bot rather mentorious, to kill the (fsutilos,
His caze s desperate, aud be is determined to
meet it with desperation, Our crusade agsinst
the Mormons will undoubtedly result in our recover
ing possession of the Ferritory of Utah, bat at great
lose of lifo and property, while the Ssiuts themselves
will gradually mysterionely dissppear among the fast-
pesses of the monntaive, 10 be Leard of again in their
mmca coudition where they can set ua entirely at

ce.

A recent interview

#y Telagraph to The Journal of Commerca,

Wasmixaros, Monday, Dec. 7, 1857,
A lopg interview was held to day betweea Col, For-
oy sad the Presidest, relative to Kuaaosas matlters,
Tte President's course turms on the fairnees of the
tleation of the 2lst,
By Telnginph to The Courier snd Eoquirer.

Wasniseroy, Moudsy, Dec. 7, 1857,
A rumor prevails hiere that in case the President’s
Message muataie the Lecowo Conatitation, Gov
Walker desiges irsuing an to the Peaple of the
Union, reocinmendiog the Free State men to resist the
aforcement of tha Constitution by arma; and that if
be I removed by the Precident, Gov. Walker will im

wediately retwn to Kansas, to join the Poopla’s m:ve-
pent, ‘nds with previous privals state
neuts of Gov. W ‘s daclarations, 1 oacuot, how-

wer, vouch for the autbenticity of the ruo.
Correspondance of The Courler avd Euquirer.
Wasnisoros, Dea. 6, 1857,

Mr Parrott arrived bere yesterday. Ho reposts the
feling in Kansas agsiost the Lecompton Coustitation
g unnbated, and as approaching the daugerous ex.

» of civil war. Bat it is very remarkable that
fiere ix but one party in the Territory rolative to the
Ltion of ‘he Conventlon. Itis sapported only by a
mserable faction of desprrate and violeot men, with
mt rty, and ecsrccly & recrdence in the Torritory,
The old Pro-Slavery ;"mr
wats who voted for the Convention in Jupe, and for
assom in October, repudiats the trick of smuggling
e Covstitution into Congress ss the ac’ of the pso-
pe, axd scout the pretenss that even the Slavery
tanse Is pubmilted to the people, ipasmuoch as other
:u of the instrument provide for the sume (hing as

section submitted,

Gov. Walker remains in New-York. Mr. Parrott
alled upon him, and found him firm as when here, in
mirting upon the 1ight of the paople to form thuirown
uple law, The Goverpor now takes even stronger
Ed‘ than he ¢id in Washingfon, Herehs declared

if the outrage were peraisted in it wou/d excite &
tivil war. 1lo mow maintains that it ought to ba re:
sisted by foros, in which the whole oountry will cer-
taluly sustain him, for if this abomioation can be foroed
the in of & Territory, there is an end of
racy and Republicanism throughout the Union
@d the seoner we adopt the form of a central
sonarchieal tyrarny the better. For it is batter to be
presesd under & systemn whose prineiples are hozest-
sdmitted, than under one which professss respect
popular rights.
Iam glad to leam that Gov. Walker proposes a
edy return to Kaosas, for upon his presence thers
pethaps, the peaceful contisusmee of the
Teniiterial (lovernment, the suppression of whioh is
:?mud by Sultaa Calhoun aud his handful of lo-

The whole Democratic delegation from Ilinois, and
sll that from Obio except Valiaudighsm, who contests
. Campbell's seat, sustain Gov. Walker.
Team we El:d to learn that the appointment of
au E mar, Iato Mioster in Central Amarios,
s not been made, and that there is no likelthood of it.
, Lamar delays bis departure to Busuos Ayres only
ocoufirmed by the Sevate,

5

Wiss Krmors's Reanines —The qualities of you'h
ud fignya which formerly gave to Miss Fanoy Kem-
be 8o many charma upon the stage, have been ex-
thanged by maturer age into other advantages that
it the lecture-room in & siguler manner. Her
faiures have obtained the colossal form that distin-
piskes the Kemble family. In dramatic readings,
ek aa those to which Mrs. Fanny Kemble now de-
Totes ber ability, the head avd army alons are called

attistio play. Toall that is required, therefore,
fr theso monologue performances, she is as perfect ns
Last night a wost fashionable audience sssem-
ted to Loar Ler first reading. It was the play of
belive. It is & most ungrateful drams, aud be-
y#, mors thas perhaps any other, the faults of the
dramatist. The plot, taken from the Decameron
Buccaocio, 8 treated with Shakespeare's usaal
leeaness, £ot 1o say clumsicess of construction.
chazacters, with the exception of Lmogeu, are
withon! intensily, sud the story is one more flcting
wvel than & play. 1t was with this weak version of
ballo that Mre. Kemble had todeal audio trose who
thetask, it seemed & happy choice, for the
ns whiok lack the elements to produce effect on
stage, are fraquently just thoss calonlated to pro.
effect when read—the intellectual action of sse.
s play performed and reading it being the reverse
sach otber. The miad of the spectator is projected,
bile the mind of the reader or suditor is reflected.
‘e veod ot describe the sivgnlar power with which
Kemble graeps her audience. We presume that
our readers are familiar with berstyle, She has
vothing sirce we heard her in Boston bast BMarch,
irg that the wicrescopic ejo of criicism can deo-
o,
But o us she is somethivg more than x graat de-
ory reader, poea 8 od of largeiutellec usipowers
represents the sole remaining type of agrest sohool
urators and sotors,  Bbe Qs the lnk which joius the
s, lively, iztense, and brisk style of public
with the more poxderous, lofiy, grand, but less
' school of the Kemb'ee, the Burkes avd the
Wism Pitts of the old times. In walohing the largs-
of sotion ard expression that charssterize Mea,
ble's declamation we are carriod back to tas heroie
of the stage and the bar. Iu thiy regard, her
Bge porsess suobher souros of pleatwre, ia addi-

, aud the National Demo.-

tlonto that which sba pivas by tin dspley of her
gerine.
e

GRAND ROW AT TAMMANY FALL.
——-—‘_
DESPERATE FIGHT---ONE MAN SHOT.

Meeting of the Democratic General Committes
——
SBICKLES AND GUNTHER NOT EXPELLED.
—_—
THE OUTSIDE MEFTING.

Tammavy ll‘nil was in all its glory last might. It
was crowded with the urterrfied, & portion of whom
smused themselves * according to time hotored ags
by o free Bgbt.  One of the Leliigerents was shot.

The areemblage was drawn toge'ber by the meeting
of the Geveral Commitiee, which, it was reparted,
would transact some very interestiog acd sigaificant
business, The fichting men of all the faetions wers
present in strong force, ready and willirg to haves a
band in, should they find an op portusity for 8o doing.
The probabilities of 8 fight being imwmirent, the Me-
tropolitan Police were summoned, and st 7§ o'clock
twelve of the Fourth Precivet force, upder command
of Capt. Wallicg entered the hall and siationed
themeelves with drawn batoss in the entry-
way leading to the room in  which the
Commitice was in eession,  Their presence
and the know!edgs that & much larger force wars
within call, bad & roothing effeet upon the fighters,
who deported themselves for atime ina singularly
peacesbls manver., But the bar was well patronizad,
ard it wae soon evident that there muer be a fight,
particularly as large delegations of well-ksown ** Dead
Rabbits,” and sboulder-hitters from other Wards,
Lesides the Sixth, were econstan'ly arriving.

Nine o'clock came, acd yet no fight  But very soon
afterward & huge fellow was sean to divest himaslf of
bis cont, ard A moment thereafier some thres or four
were stroggling cespera‘ely on the floor in the center
of the buraoom. The tinid flad rapidly toward the
deor, while roughe, rusbed io closer, and soon the re.
ports from 8 pietol were heard, acoompanied by the
rmacking of wivdows, the falling of picture frames,
&e. The excitemer! was istense, snd all tne door-
waye were jammed with people try‘ng to esosps. The
police, by uring theig elubs swiftly, sucoeedad in sepa-
ratir g the sumbatants, and after 8 while complately
quelling the disturbance, It was then found that
a8 youpg man named Copelivs Woods had
been shot in the show'der with a elug and badly
wonrded, IMia head wea slso cut saverely,
by oue of the policemen whom ke reaisted while the
flieers were guellig the fight. Woods was taken
inio the reading-room, where he was attended to by
physiciane, who were pumerous, after which bLe was
conveyed to one of the sleeping apsrtments of the
hotel, Ilia it juries are not serioue.

No arrests were made, and no one seemred abla to
identify the perron who fired the pistol, or to tell
whether both ehots were fired by the same individual.

Fearing a renewn! of the disturbance, Capt. Walling
sent for his reserve, and also to the Second Precioct
S¢ation, fiom which fourteen mep, urder commaud of
Sergesst Verpey, were dispatohed. In less thao ten
mivutes more than 40 policemen were on the epot, who
remained nutil long after the adjournment of the Com-
mittee, when they left, no farther violation of the
pence having been attempted.

One of the unterrified waa heard to remark that it
“wae 6 d—d hard caee that Black Republican Metro-
“ politan Policemen should be brought into Tammauy
“ Hall to elub good square Democrate.”

WHAT THE GENFRAL ¢ OMMITTEE DID.

The General Cominittes met at 74 o'clock. There
was a very full attendance. Edward Cooper presided.
Some unimportant business haviog been transacted,
the Committes on that subject reported that *‘the
Morange "’ and not *‘the Diisley” delegation wers
the regular delegation from the Nioth Ward. This
gava rise to & lorg debste.  The previous question was
finally ealled for and put, sud the report of the Com-
mittee was declared adoptod— 19 yoling in the afirm-
ative and 40 in the negative.

The recult seemed to displense the Wood men, who
still continued to expreea their disapprobation.

Qulst beiog at length restored, Corporation Counsel
Busteed rose and read the following resolutions, and
moved their adoption:

W hereas, At the last meetivg of the Committra let-
ters from the Hon. Daciel E. Sicklea of the Third
Ward, and €. Godfrey Gunther, eeq, of tne
Eighteenth Ward, until then mewbers of this Con
mittee, resigning thelr seats, with certificates in dae
form of the appointment of other Damocrata as their
snceeasors, were presented to one of the S:crataries,
whereupon Messrs, Sickles aud Giunthe: cessed to be
merbere, and the pames of the gentlemen sppointed
a8 their euccessors should have been entered vpoa the
rol!, according to the regular and established usage in
such cases; and

Whereas, Justead thereof, the letter of Mr, Sicklss
was pregented and read to the General Committes, in
violation of its usages, and ic utter disregard of the

riceiples of fairness and courtesy, for the pur ﬂme of

aying the foundation for resolutious to expel Messra.
Sickles and Guether, which would otherwi<e have
been out of order, and could not have been consid-
ered; and .

Wihereas, Notwithstandiog the fact that Mpasra,
Sickels apd Guouther had ceased to be members of this
Committes, 8 resolution was introduced expellivg them
therefrom, which received the votes of & majority of
the members present; and

Whereas, Wilson Small erq., who was then actiog
sa Chairmas, In utter violaticn of the by-laws of this
Committee, of the compact by which the present Gen-
ern! Committes was formed as n consohidated Commit-
tee, reprecenting the entire Deomocratic party of this
city, aud of the rights of the several members of this
Committes, and in utter disregard of the fact thal be,
bimself, had decided that Mr, Guuother was oot a
member, and had directed the nams of his sucosssor
to be entered upon the roll of the Comimnittes, and that
wucceseor was then present and voting, that
the sald rerolution was adopted, therefore,

Rescived, That the #aid decicion of Wilkon Saail
was 8 violation of the by lawe of this Commities, aad
of the rights of its members, and is thersfure con-
demnued by this Committee,

A torrible commotisn st orce arose, during which
Mr. Busteed loudly advocated the passage of hLis
resolutiors,

Mr. Small defended himeelf, and ratorted in severe
langusge, aud Mr, Busteed reicived in the same strain,

Others took part in the debats, which was ex-
ceedirgly violent, At lergth the question was pat,
ard the resolutions were adopted—Yeas, 51; Nays, 43,

Tte Committes 000 afterward adjoursed <ine die

FIRE 1§ WEST TMIKTI SECOND STREKT,

A! 4 o'clock yesterday sfternoon & fire broke out lu
the tepement-bouse No. 166 West Thirty-second
street, but it was soon extinguished by the firemea.
The fire originated on the second toor, aud was ocCA-
sioned by children playiog with matches, The farai.
ture was dsmaged to the amount of 30 Juscred for
#00 in the St Nisholas Insurance Co. The baiiding
was cocupied by Michael Heins, and was dsmaged to
the amount of §100, Insured for $2,000 in the Wi-
lismsburgh lusuarce Co.

FIRE IS LAUKESS STREET,

At 7] o'clock Jaet night a fire occurred in the frame
dwelling No, 197 Laurens strest, oocupiad by colored
familiss, A Mra. Anderson, who oscupied the firat
floor, rustained §150 damage to the formiture, No Io-
suiance. The builcing wae dawmsged to the smouat of

The fire was caused by oarelessuess in bandliog &
candle.

—

CaxciMt Bestancin 10 Dgars —Tae Sapreme
Court, Geperal Term, yesterday morning ovarra'ed the
objectiops raised to its jarisdiction fn this case, aod
Judge Davies pssted teotence of death on tho pris-
cper. Exceptions bave been taken toths rulicg of
the Coart on the trial, sod theee will go to the Coart
of Appeals. Casoemi when acked wiat he had to esy
why sentevce should eot be passed upon bim, replisd
through an Interpretor: ** I 8m iLnocent of the oharge.
“All the witnesses perjured themnrelves; they wers
* bunted np by the pulios avd butobess of thia gity.”

pssial, e
The United Brothren ia OLio hawve six Confersaces
and 20 376 membara—a gaiz of 2,200 the paat yaar,

.

PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.

—n

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAQE.
Feliow r'ﬂ;_ﬂ"ﬁl Q' the Serate and Howse of Reprosemlatiees

In obedieece to the comrmand of the Covautation, it
!-.M tow become my daty “to give to Copgress in-

furmation of the state of the Union, sad recommend
‘1o thelr ¢ osideration puch measures ' ax [ judge ta
be "' pecaseary nud expedient.”

But firt, and sbove all, our thasks are dua to Al
mighty Ged for the numerous herefi s wiioh he hsabe-
stowed upop this people; and onr nnited prayers ought
to aecerd (o Him that He wonld costinue to bless our
great Republic in time to come as He hias blessed it ia
time pest  Sipes the adiournment of the 'ast Congreas
ok copatitnents bave enjoyed an ususual degree of
bee'th, The earth haa yielded her fruits abandantiy,and
bas bountifully rewarded the toll of the busbandman.
Our great sisples have commanded high prices, and
up bl within a brief period, onr mapufacturiog mis-
eral and meobasical occupations have [argaly partaken
of the general prosperity, We have poscessed all the
elements of material wealth io 1ich abundance, and
yet, notwithstazding all thess advantages our country,
in ite wor etary imterests, is 8t the present moment in &
deplo able cordition. In the midet of unsurpassed
pleoty in all the productions of agiiculture and in all
the elenents of oationsl wealth we find our manafac-
tures enspinded, our public works retarded, our pri-
vate erterprises of differert kinds shandoned, and
thousszds of ureful ishorers thrown out of employment
sod reduced to want, The reverus of the Govern-
ment. which ia chiefly desived from duties on imports
from sbreed, has been greatly redoced, while the ap-
propriations made by Congress at its last Session for
the current fiscal year are very large in amoun'.

U'zder these circumstatnes & loas may be required
hefore the eloie of your pressat Saesion; but thia, al-
though ceeply to beregretted, would prove it to be only
8 +lig it wisforiune when compared with the suleriag
ard distiees pravalling amorg the peopla. With this
the Goversmert caspot fail to deeply sympathize
though it may be without the power to siten relief.

It i# cur duty to iLquire what ha« profucsd such wo-
foriunate tesults, and whether their Tecuitence can bs
wevented | Io all former reveolsion: the blame might

ave been fairly atiributed tr a variety of coopara-
ting capses; but Dot so Gpon the preseut vocasion. It
s I!I'?al( ot that our existing mis ortuoes have pro
ceeded #clely from our extravagact aod vicious aye-
tem of paper currency asd bask credits, exciting the
peopie to wild epeculations and gambliog in stocks
These revulsione must continie to recur st succes-ive
in*ervels so lorg as the amount of the paper eurmrency
ard bauk loens and diesoutts of the country shall ba
Jeft to the aircretion of fourteen bundred irresponsible
bsvking institutiovs, which, frow the very law of their
putute, will corsult the interest of their stockholders
rather than the public welfare,

The tramers of the Constituticn, when they gave to
Corgiess the power **to coln money and to regulats
the value thersof, ' and probidited the States from
coinipg money, ewitting bills of eredit, or waking any-
thipg bu® gold aud silver ccin & tender in paymeat of
cebts, euppoeed they had protected the people agaiost
the evil- of an éxceesive and irredeemable paper cui-
rency. IThey are not reeponsible for the exiatiog
anciosly that 8 government exdowed with the sove.
reign attribute of eoinibg movsy and reguisting the
vatve tiereo! rhonid have no power to prevent others
from ariving this coin out of the cocatry and filling up
the chanpels of circulation with paper which does not
represert gold and allver,

1t is ore of the highest and most 1espensible dutiea
of governmert to insure to tbe paople a saund circuls.
tipg medinm, tie ameunt of which cuga to be adapted
with the utroort 1 srible wisdom and =kill to the wan's
of irterval iade sud foreign exchanges, If this be
titber gieatly above or greatly below the proper stauc-
ard, the marketable valua of every man’s properly is
incresaed or diminished in the eawe proportion, aud ic-
justice to izdividusls as well a2 isoslculable evils to
the comiunnity ara the consequence

Urfortunately, under the coustruction of the Federal
Counstitution, which has now prevailed too lcvg to bs
ctanged, toie importaut sod delicate duty has been
dissevered from the coining power and virtualiy trans.
ferred to more than fowtesn bundred Stats banks,
acting irdependestly of each other, acd regulating
their peper teates alinost exclasively 'by a regard o
the piesent ivtereat of their stockholders, Exercisiog
the scvereign power of providicg s paper carrency
instesd of coiu for the country, the first daty which
these Lauks cwe to the public is to keep intheir vaults
a sutficiegt amount of gold and silver to lusare the
comveriioiity of their notes into coln st all times and
uncer all circumetavces., No back cught ever to bs
chartered witbout such restriction on 1o business as to
pecure this result,  All odLer testrictions are compars
tively vain, Thie is the only true tochetene, the on'y
efficient rezulator of apaper currescy —the ouly one
which oar goard t1he public azaiust overisries aod
beuk euspeneions, As 8 codateral and eveotusl saco-
rity itin doubtless wir s, ana 1o sl onses oughs to be o-
quited, tbat bauss shail bule au swouns of Udited
Stales o7 Biate securities equal to thieir ooles in crou-
tation apd plecged for thew redemnp ion, Tais bow
ever, fuinnles Lo sgequale swcunty ageiost over-
laruen,

Ob the contrary, it may ba pervarted to ioflats the
cunehoy, Indgad, it is possible by this meats tocon-
vert aii the detta of the Upited States and Sta'e Gov
elun eote 1to bark votes without refersoce to the
specie requited 10 redecio them  However valcable
LE-,-u sroutities may be in themselves, they canont be
converted into gold and miver st *he moment of pres
gure. 88 ourt expeiience teaches, in sufficient time ¢
prevent baok steprosions aud the depreciation of back
potes, Iu Englapd, which s to & cousiderabia axtenty
a paper-mopsy coun'ry, though vasty behind onf
CWo D thie terpect, it whs deemad guvisable, auterior
1o tte act of Parliament of 1844, which wisely sopa-
1ated the isvte of wotes from the backiog decartment,
for the Havk of Fngland always to kasp ou hand gold
8 ¢ilver equal to cpe third of its conbined circcla-
tion asd deposite, 1f 1bls groportion was no mnore
than sufliciert to sasnre the convartib.lty of its notes,
with the whole of Great Dritmn, and f0 scme pxtent
the Contivent of Europs, ae s ficld for it circalation,
revderitg 1t almest imposeible that a suiden aud in
weciate run 1o & dungerous ammount should be mate
wpor 1, the same proportion would ceriaivly be in-
sufMicient nuder onr baokicg ayrlen,

Ea b ¢f our fourtees buodred backs huy batalim-
ited cirenmlfurenee tor e vircalation, asd in the courss
of avery few days the depontors aod note-holdors might
demand from such & bauk a suflicient amount (& spaoie
to comprl it 1o ruspend, even although it bad coln in
ite vauits equal to voe-third of ite imnediste listilities.
And yet | ampol aware, with the szception of the
barks of Loulsiane, tust any State baok throoghost
the Uiot bas been required Ly ite chiaster to keep this
or ary other propertion of gold and silver compared
with the amount of ite combined cirvulation sud de-
pusite. What hes been Sbe contrquence . laare-
cent report wade by the Treasuy Dopartment oo the
contitivn of the batks throughout the different States,
acocreing to returus dated nearest to Jsauary, 1597,
the mgg gats awount of sctial specie iu their vaalts
ie §58 349 88, of their circulstion $214,778 822, ana of
their depueits $230,001 302 Thus it appears that these
vauks iv the sggrepate have cousiderably less tban
ons doila: in seven of gold and silver compared with
their circulation avd deposita. It was palpable, there-
fuze, that the very fi:st pressurs must drive them to
suspersion, and deprive the pecple of a converible
currercy with all ite disssirous coteequendad,

1t is fiuty woncstful that they ahould havs a0 jong
coptinued o preserve their credit, when a dewaad for
tie peyuent of ove seventh of taeir imm-diste liabili-
tigs would bave driven them into insolvencr. And
this ie tie copdlion of the bavks, notwithstancisg that
four buvdred milliors of gold from Usitforcia Dave
flowed o upiu us withio the last eighi years sad the
tige #1ill cortivoes to low. lodeed such pai been tie
sauavegence of baik credits thal tse banks pow aoid
8 cot#iderably less smount of ppecie, eitoar i propor-
tivn to their vapital or to their eircaistion and de
posits combive, tian they dud before tus discovery
of goid iv Califersis. While in the year 158 ther
specie in proportion to their capital was mors thau
equsl 1o one ocllar for four amd & half, in 187 it doen
Lot amount o i e Oollar for every aix dollare sed thir
ty thies coute of their eapital, the year (848104
spicie wae equs! within & very small fraction to one d-1-
jar tu five of (heir cirouistion snd deposite; o 1857 ir
1s not equal to one coller in eeven and & balf of thelr
chealation apd depretts

¥iom ths sistecert it s easy to acconst for onr
firapcie! Miutery for the iset fony years. 1t has besn
s histors of extravagsnt expansious i the busivess of
ihe cuuntry, followed by rcinous contractions, At
succensive ltervals the bestsrd most enterprising men
beva been tempted to thewr ruic by sxeessive bask
Toans of mere paper credi | exciurg them to extrava-
gaot importations of foreign goods, wild specy atlons,
aud sunoue and deworslisisg sok gawhling. Whea
vhe cilsis mirives, as srdve it must the bavks can e1-
terd ro relief to the people. 1o a vain stizgzle to re-
ceem thelr liabilittes in specis they ate compeiled to
enptract their joane ard their Panes; and at [ast, ia
the bowr of dlsirese, woes thélr assisiance is mostneed-
e, tbey azd ther deblors tegstter wink into insol-
veLCY.

It s this paper epetem of extravagant expaasion
waisizg the nominal price of every article far beyoo
i'a 18l valoe, when eomparsc with the cost of ¥imilac
arucles fn ccuntr.es whess circnlation is wisely regu-
Isted, which has prevented ua from compiting 1 our
own marketa with fore’gs manciaturers fiss procaced
xtravagant importations, aas Las crgnteracted the

fect of the largs incidental protection afforded to ca®
doment= manrtactarea by tha prosect revegus tarll
fiat fo= th's the branchas of cur mesufsctiires com-

peasd ¢! taw materish, t3e predreiicn of our uwa

would sot only Bave acquired aimost azclusive b
seenicn of the bome market, bat wuuld have creatsd
for themae ves o foreign market throaghout the world
Deplorable, bowever, 83 may be s
&8l concition, we may yet ind:}‘e ia b pz':?‘ : J’rg;
Q in r

ihe future. No other nalion haa em:i}ﬂe‘;’:ﬂw
con'd Lave «ncured such violent expansions sad coa-
traoh'ons of paper credita without lastiog injury; yet
the biyarcy of youth, the snergiss of oar pipils-
ticn, anc the #plrit which oever quails bafure aifi ui-
ties, will enable us #20m to recover from oar present
Snarcial embarrasemen's, nud may even ocodsion us
spendily to forget the leesom which they have tasght.

In the mean time it ls the daty of the Governmost,
by all proper meads Witlic ita power, to aid ic alle-
viatirg the sufferiogs of the p ocle ocessioned oy tha
spspension of the banks, aud to provide against a
recusrence of the same calamity, [crtunately, in
either aspect of the case, il can do but lrtle. Toanks
to the Ivdeperdent Tressury, the Sovernmend haa ot
suepended paymert, 83 it was compelied to do by the
failore of the banks in 1837, [t will continue to dis-
charge its liabilities to the lpeuple in gold and siiver.
I's disbursements in coin will pass into ¢ renlation, and
materially sesiet in restoring & sound onerency. From
its high credit, shov!d we be compelied to make & tem-
yerary loan, it can be efficted on advantageous terma,
II'lu.l. owever, sball, if possible, be avoided; but, if
vot, then the amount shall be linited to the lomest
practica sum. _

1 bave, theref-re, determined that while no useful
Guvernment works liru.cﬁnin progress shall b sas-
perdid new worke, not ady commenced, will bs
piponed, if this can be doue without injury to the
country, Those neceesary for its defsnre shall pro
eeed a= thongh there had beea no ciisis o our woce-
tary sffairs.

Tiut the Federal Governmast cannot do much to pro-
vide sgainst a recuwrrence of ex"stin% evile, Ewvenif
{nsurmountable coetitutional ebj:ctlons did not exist
sganst the creation of a National Bauok, this would
{ursish po adsquate preventive sesurity. The history
of the leat Bavk of the United States abandsutly
proves the truth of this aseertion. Sach 8 back coald
wot, if it would, regulate the issues and coedits of
fourteen tundred State bavks in sach & maoner as by
prevent the ruipons expansions and o wntraciiona in onr
errrevey which aitlicted the country tarougovat the
rrister o= of the late bauk, or secare us sgaiast fature
puepentions, In 1825 an « Tort was made by the Bank
of Evgland to curtail the [ssues of the country backs
wrder the most favorabiv clcamstaoces. Tohe paper
currerey bau been oxpsnded to a4 ruingas sxtent, and
the Bark put forth all its power to contrant it in order
to reduce prices ard restore the equilibriom of the
fore'gn excbanges. [t accordivgly commencad a ays-
tew of curtmlment of ite loans and issues, in Lhe vaia
hope that the jontstock sud private bavks of the
kirgdom woulidl” be compelled to follow its example,
1t found, huwever, that aa it contracted they axpanded,
srd at the end of the procesa, to employ the language
of a very high official authority, ' whatever reduotion
1 of the paper circulation was effected by the Bank of
 Ergland in 1820 was more than made up by the
* issuoe of the country bauka.”

But a Bark of (he United States would net, if it
conld, restrain the issues and losns of tha State buoks,
becatse ite cuty aa a regulator of the cwrescy must
often he in direct conflict with the immeaisty intersst
of ita steckholders. If we expect one agent to restrain
or control snother their infersets must, at [east la some
cegres, be antagomatic. Bat the Directors of s Back
of the Urited States wonld fecl the sams ioterest and
the same irclinston with the Directors of the State
barks to expard the currency, to accommodate their
favorites and friends with loans, and to daslace largs
dividencs, Such has heen our experience in regard o
the iast bak. =
After ail, we must maicly rely upon the pstrivtism
apd wisdom of she Statss for the preveation and
rearesa of the evil. 1f they will affurd us a real spacie
basis for our paper circulation by incieasiog the de
romiration of back notes, fi st to twenty aad aftar-
ward to fifty dollars; if they will require thaet the
bt ke chall st 4 times keap on band st [-ast one dol-
lar in gold sud silver for every three dollars of their
circulntion aud deposita; and if they will provide by
8 &¢ll-executing enacument, which nothiog can arrest,
that the o mett they suspend they shall go iuto liqui-
dation, I Lelwva that snch providions, with a week!
putiication by each back of & statement of its condi-
tion, would go far to secure us against futare mepan-
siora (f spece payments,

Coogiess_in my vpinion, prasess the power to pass
a umdcrm backrupt law applicable to all banking fn-
stitutions throughout the Usited States, and [ stroogly
recomeuerd ite exercise, This would mske it the it-
reversible organic law of each bank's existencs, that
8 suepet sivn of epecio payments ahall producs ite civil
ceath, The ipsunct of self-proservation would then
compel it to perform its dutles in such & manner as o
tEoape ite penalty ard preservo its life.

Tre exttencs of barks and the clroulation of bask
paper ate g0 idertifled with the habits «f vur puopls
{La! they cannot, at this oay, be suddecly adolished
wilbott much immedists injury to the coun'ry, If
we could coufine them tw their approprinte sphere,
snd prevent them from sdministoring to the spirit of
wild and 1eckless epeculston by exfrsvagant loans
srd itoues, thoy might be coutinned with advantags
to the ]'uhlll‘..

But this I eay, after lung and much reflaction: I
experience shall prove it to be tmgm»ihle to enjoy tha
focilies which well-regulated banks migh: afford,
without st the eaine time seffsring the ca'smities
which the exeeraes of the bavks bave hitherto in-
{lited wpon the country, it would then be far the
lesser evil to deprive them altogsther of the power 1o
ireue & papes cuirency, and coufine them to the fun
ta 8 of barka of cepoet and discount. -

Jar relaticne with foreign goveramests are, upon
the whole, in a sati=factory cocdition.

The diplomatic difficuliies which existed between
the Goverpwent of the Ucited States aad that of
Great Britaln at the so)ournment of the lsst Cougress
have been happily tenminated by the agpmmment ol
a Britkeh Micister to tlus coustry, who hae been cor-
dinly received.

White it is greatiy to thainterest, as [ am convinced
it 1a the sireere desiro, of Lhe Governments ang peo-
Ve of L1 e two countties to be on terms of intimats
sierdahip with esch other, it haa baen our mistortuae
slmost always to have had sowme irriminﬁ if not daon-
geroua, vutstanding question with (ireat Britain,
Slece the onigin of the Governmant we have basn
etpleyed 1o Do gotiatiog trestiss with that power, aod
sl TWAre 1u diecuseing thell true intsnt and meaning.
15 this respect, the convention of Apnl 19, 1850, com
mwonly called the Clayton and Balwer traaty, lias bess
the meet nolorturote of all; Lecause the two Govert-
weuts place directly opposite avd contradiclory con-
etincticns upon ite firat apd mest important article,

While, in the United States, we believe that this
tresty would place both powers Lpon an exact wquality
by the stipmation that seithor will ever *'occupy, vr
“fortify, or colonize, or assume or exaroise any domin-
“ign over mry part of Central America, it is con-
tended by the Hritish Governmest that the trus coo-
struction of this lsoguage has left them o the rightful
pussesaion of all taat pustion of Central Ametica which
was in thelr oscopancy st the date of the tresty; lo
tact, that the treaty is a virtasl recoguition on the part
of the United States of the right of Great Britain,
either as cwner or protector, (o the whole extensive
cosst of Uentral Americs, sweeping round from ths
Lio Hondo to the port axd harber of San Jasa de
Nicaragua, togetber with the adjacent lls'v I+landa,
except the comparatively small portion of this be-
tween the Sacstoon and Cape Houduras, According
t their couetruction, the treaty does no more tuan
simply probibit tem (rom extending their possessions
1 Central Amenica beyord the present limits,

It ts pat too much 1o sssert that if in the United
Biates the treaty bad besn considered susceptibie of
sueb & coratrection, 8 never would have been nego-
tisted wrder the suthority of the President sor would
it havs received the approbation of tne Seunts. The
criversal ronviction 1o tie United Btates was that
whes ous Geverument cousented to violats ita teadi
tirs avd time-honored pliey and to atipulate with &
foreign governmant never to oecupy or arqulire terri-
toqy in the Centrsl American portion of our own co-
tivent the considerstion for this saciifice was tha
Girest Br.tais ebotld, in tiis reepect at least, be paced
' the sazce position with ourselves. While we have
1o 11ght ‘o dovbt the eincerity of the British (ovaru
gent ip their cops'ruction of the freaty, it is attue
remue Fme my dehberate conviction that tais censtrus-
Licn is in eppositiva both to its letter and spirit

Urder the late Adm tistration cegotintions were iosli.
tuted between the two Governinents fur the purpoee, i

oseble, of reoving these difficcities; and 8 treaty

avirg this leudable object iv view was sigoed 8t Log-
don on the 171 October 1856, sud was submiitted by the
Presicent to ths Sexate on the follgwing 10th of De-
cember, Whether this treaty, either in it origfusl
or sor et fum, wonld bave aocomplished ths object
frtended without givieg birth to new and embsrrase
tzg comp ications betwesn the two Goverpmasts, may
perbape be well questioned. Certain it is, howavar,
it was rerdered much leea ohjseticosble by the differ-
eLt amedmarts made t) it by the Semate. The teeaty,
as amepded, was ratified by me on the 12th Marca

1557, ard was traperitted fo London for ratificstios
by tke B:ilieh Goverumest. Thab Goversment ex-
j ressed is willingness to corcar o Al the amendments
mede by the Secate, with the single Oll‘f?ﬂ'-“‘ of the
clause relating 20 Rustan snd the other islsnds in tho
Bay of Hopcuras, The artiche in the original treaty,
us submitted t the Bomate, wfer reciting that thaeas
islends aud their inkabitints, ** havieg been by 8 Cov-
“ wenticn beanr.g dste the Tih J:i of August, 1856f
“ hetwesn bar 8- souic rj"*y and the Kepablic o

“ Hondurns, eopstituted declared s free territory
“ gudir tha peversigaty of the es!l Republic of 2.

" ¢ures,” pizulated that  the two ooa'TAGtAL Dr.tiss
¢ do bereby mutually engage to recoguize sud resnact
* im Al fatize tune the ipdepaadence pad righle of We
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 gald fres teitory aa @ past of e Baps e ofHoe
o duras,”

Gireat Mritair and Honduras of the i Alﬁﬁ.
it was fourd that, while declaring the Bag I+'sad: w’
ba * a fres teni oy under the sover of ths Re
* public of Henduras,” it deprived Republic of
righta withoot which Ita sovereignty over them oculd
soarcely be ead to exisl. It divided them from the
remaincer of Houduras, snd gave to their inhabitants
s separate goversmect of their with legi:lative,
execntive, and jnd=ial officers elactad by the mselves
It deprived the Goverrmett of Hoodurss of the fax
ing power ip every fenin, and exempted the people of
the irlande from the performance of military duty exospt
for thelr own exclusive defense, B also prohitited that
Republic from erectirg’ fortificatfems upom them for
their protection—thos lesving them open ko izvasion
{zom any guacter; and, fually, it

.'{::m'ud *that Wae-
“ery shall not at apy time'hereafler ba permitted to
* ezist therein.”

Had Honduras ratified (his convention, sbe would
have ratified the establishment of & State substantislly
independent withip ber own limits, and a State at al
times snbject to British ictie=sce avd control. Hre-
over, had the Dnited States ratified the troaty with
tireat Biitain in its onginal form, we shou 4 nave been
bourd **to recogrive and respect in all Satare tima”
these stipulations to the prejudioe of Honduras, Do
irg in direct um\sit.un to the spiritand meanieg of toe

wer treaty as understood in the L aited
Statea, the Senato rejected the ectire clanse, and subs
stituted in its stead u sumple resoguition of fherove-
ereign right of Honduras to these 'slanda in the follow.
lowirg lacgusge: * The two contfacting parties do
* hereby muioslly ergage to recognize aud respect
“ the is'apds of Ruatan, Boraco, IMi's Barbareits,
“ Helena aed Morat, situste in the Bay of Honinras,
“and off the const of the Republia of Hondarss, as
“ gprder the soversiguty aod as part ol the sald Rapab
 lie of Horduras,”

Gireat Britsin rejected this amendment, assigning as
the only reason, that the ratifications of the Uonvea-
tion of the “Tth Augnst, 1556, between her and Hoa.
duras, had not been ' exchanged, owing to the hasi-
tion of that Government,* Had this been done, it
in stated that ** ner Majesty ‘s Government would have
* bad litile difficulty in agreeivg to the madfication
“ propoeed by the Senate, which then would have
“ pac io eflect the same signitication as the original
“wordlre. Whether this wonld have baen the effact;
whether the mere cireumatance of the exchange of the
ratifications of the British convention wita Hondaras
priorin poiet of time to the rat fication of our treaty
with Gireat Britain would, * in eifect,” have had ** the
* same sigoification as the original wording " and thus
have nulitied the amendment of the Senate, may well
be doubted. It 13, pethaps, fortunate that the (ues.
tion bas pever arisen.

The British Government, lnmediately after rejecting
the tieaty as amerdsd propozed to snter into & pew
trenty with tbe United States, similar in all raspacts
to the treaty which lhes bad just refused to ratify, if
the Urited States wonld copzert to add to the Sen-
ate's ciear and urqualified receguition of the sov
ereignty of Honduras over the Bay Islands the fol-
lowing conditional stipulation: ** Whenever and so
" scon as the Republic «f Hotdurae shall bare con-
¢ luded ard ratified a treaty with Great Britain, by
 which Great Britain shall have ceded, and the K-
“ lmbli(- of Hordurss shall bave accepted the said
o Jalands, subject to the provisions and conditions
“eontained in such treaty.”

This propoeition was, of course, rejected, After
tbe Sevate had ratused to recognize the Briish econ.
vertion with Honduras cf the 27th August, 1356, with
full knowledge of its contents, it was impussib'e for
me, necessarily ignorant of ‘‘the provisioss and
ecpditions” which might be contained 1o a fatare con
vention between the ssme parties, to sanction them in
advance.

The fact is, that when two nations like Great Peitain
ard the Urited States, mutually desirons as thoy are,
ard I trust ever may ba, of maintai the most
friendly relationa with each other, have ucfortunately
corciuded o treaty which they understand in sensos
directly opposite, the wiseat course ia 1o abrogate smch
a veaty Ly mutaal covsent avd to commence smew
1ad this been dove pmmpily. all diffi *ulties in Central
Americs would most Fmbab& ere this have been nd-
justed to the iatistaction of both parties. The tims
+ Ennt in dircugsing the menvicg of the Clagton and
Hulwer treaty would have been devolgd to this praiss.
worthy purpoee, and the task woulll have baeen the
more vasily accomplished because the icterest of the
countries {n Central Americs is identical, being con
tned to securing aafe trapsits over all the routes accoss
the Tsthmus,

W hibs entertainiog thess sentiments, I shall pever
theless pot refuse to contribute to auy reasenable ad-
justwent of the Central American qusstions which s
not practically inconeistent with the American inter-
pretation of the treaty Overtures for this purpose
Lave been recentiy made by the Liritish Goverament
in & frieedly episit, which I vordially reciprocate; but
whether this revewed effurt will result io suecess [ am
not yet prepared to cxpress au opinion. A brief pertod
will determiue,

With Frarea our ancient relations of fiieniship

#till continne to exist. Tbe French Government have
n seversl recent instances  which ueed not be snu-
werated, evioead 8 epint of good will and kindoesa
towatd ovr couctry which 1 heartily reciprocate, It
is, cotwithetandir g, wuch to be regretted that two
nations whose produtions are ot such a character as
1o invite the most e3tensive cxchanges uod fres:t com-
wercial itterecurse should eoutinua to enforoe ancieat
and obsolele restrctions of trada against each other,
Our cominercial treaty with Fraoos is, iu this respact,
si cxeeption from our treatiea with a'l other commer-
cinl nations, It jealously levies discriminating duties
both op turesge and on articles, the growth, prodace,
or manufactute of the cna country, when arovisg ia
vees la helouging to the other.
More than forty yesrs ago, on the 34 of March, 1815,
Corgrees pacsed au act offering to all pations to admiz
tkeir vessels lnden with their uationa! prodactions into
the porte of the Uvited S°ates upon the sama terms
with our own verecls, proﬂd&J they would resipro-
ente? 1o us siwilar advautages. This act confined the
reciprocity to the productiona of the reapective foreiga
pations who might enter into the proposed arrange-:
went with the United Siates, The act of May 21,
1828, removed thls restriction, and offsred w similar
reciprocity to sll such vessels without reference to the
ongn vt their cargoes, Upon these principles, our
commeicial treaties and arrargements bave beeu
founded, exoept in France; aod let us hope that this
exception may oot lon exhat. i

Our relatious with Kusais remain, as they have evar
Lecn, on the most tnendlz footing. The presant Em-
peror, as well as his predecessors, have cever failed
wlien the secaslon offered, to manifest their good will
to vur country; and their fiicndship bas always been
lighly appreciated by the Governmest aud peopls of
Usited l-ﬁntu.

With all other European Governments, except that of
Spain, our relations sre as peaceful sa we could desire.
I regret to =ay that no progress whatever hivs been
mage, since the adjournment of Con, , toward the
settlernent of auy of the pumerous ¢ of our citi
zens agaiost the Spavish Gevernment. Besidea, the
cubtage committed on cur tlag by the Spanish war-
figale Ferrolans on the high seas, off the cosst of
Cuba, in March, 185, by firing ito the American
miail steamer K] Dorado, and detaiving and searching
ber, remains unacknowledged sod uoredreseed. The
geveral tone and temper of the Spanisb Governmect
luwu:} that of the Ugited Statesare much to be re-
grefied. 9

(ur present Envoy Fxtraordicary and Minisber
Plesipotentiary to Macrid hea asked to be recaded;
aud it i3 myp:ﬂmu to send out & new Micister W
Spain, with special instructions oo all questians -
iug between the two Governments, and with & r-
minslion to have them speed.ly sud suicably adpmsted
if thia ie pessivle. In the mean tune, wheuever our
Mirister usges the juet claims of our citizes on the
sotice of the Spapish Goverument, ha i met with the
objection that Congress have oever made the appro-
griation tecommended by Presidet Polk ia his sonual
westnge of December, 1343, " to be paid to the Spao-
' lsh Guvernment for the purpuss of distribution
¢ gmoty the claimants in the Awistad cace,” Adin-
ilar recommerdalion was mede by my immedista pre-
decessor in his meseage of December, 1555; and ea-
tiely concuriing with bota le the opinion that thie iu-
Jemmity is juetly due uoder the treaty with Spain of
the 27th of October, 1745, 1 earnestly recommend such
an sppropristicn to the favorable cossideration of
Corgresa.

A‘umr of frfendship and commerce was ooncluded
st Constantinople on the i3th December, 555, beiween
the [nited States aud Persia, the ratificstions of which
were excharged st Constantinople oo ths 13th Juos,
1557, end the trea’y was proclsimed by the President
on the 15th Angust, 1857, This treaty, itis belioved,
will prove beneSyal to American commercs, The
Shah has mavifosted an earnest disposition to caltiva’e
friendly selations with cur country, and has expressed
8 strorg wish that we ahould be represactad st Tehe
ren by & winister plevipotentiary; and | recominecd
tbat an appropiistica be made for this pur pose.

Recent oceurrences in Chin have been unfavorable
ta & revision of the tresty with that Empire of the i
July, 1944, with 3 view to the security sad exteorion
uf our cowmeree. The 24th article of this tl:“l
itipulated for & revision of it, in case ® W'l;.“n
prove 3hia to be requisite; “m oase the ¥
“Gowsrnmests will, st the e
* troaw tbe date of said convention,
"urtinﬁ the same, by meaas of ‘“..ﬁ "

“yoirted to covduct ssch B M

twelve yeurs expired on the aly, that |

before that p:;:irnd it was Ir:ﬂw :

ebarges in the treaty were DO b4

froitlese  sttempts were made by the Com#is-

woer of the Lzited Siates to effact these changas.
be made for the same pur-

Auvother effort waa sbout o 1
pote by our Comtulssioser, in cogjuaction with the

['sen a8 pfaazimaticn of this conveation h""‘m‘“

1

Misisters of Prgiszd aod Frazcs hat thy o
E:!-«! by the ocenTacoe of beatliitiag g;- (?:::

botween Great Bitain ana he Chinese !nm
These heatilities [ ave £80es80 05 interrapied tas urnda
of all pations with Carton, which bs now in & state of
b{‘a“i“'. and bavs ecoasioned & mrons loss of lifs
acapr . Meanwhile the nearection within the
Fn,"'T® 8ainst the existing Imperial dynaaty still con-
1@‘? Ged it ls d fficult to anticipate what will be the
result,

Coder thoes Circumatances, 1 bave deemad it ad
ahle .10 lp@dﬂt .‘lﬂo!‘l‘u»h-d otizen of j',-.,];t
pin Havoy Extravitizary ard Minister Pleni tiary
to pre ceedt to Chiva, xid toavall himaelf of asy eppoe- +
turities Which may ¢ifer to sffect chianges in tie exist-
ing treat¥ favorable to Amerieas commerce. s loft
the U'gites’ States for tha place of bis cosiination in
July jast in the war-ateamer Minnesota. Special Min-
isters to CLina bave 8%o been appointed by the Gov-
sruments of (ireat Britaio azd Frazce.

While cur p, inister bas bean instrucied to o
central position Inreference fo the o m
at Caston. be wi'l cordially oo cparste with the British
and Frepch Mipis 'ers ic sl peaceflul mearures b sa-
cure by treaty stiy ‘wiations those just conceasocs to
commerce which the * naticns of the world have s right
to expect, and which  Ubina capzot long be perxitied
to withtold, From s sswiances rectived, I sntertain
o doubt that the thre'e Mizisters will act iz harmoni-
ous coneert to obtain o imilar commercial teatles for
ench of Be powers they epresent.

We caunot fall to fasl a €02p laterest in all that con-
ceres the welfare of the in iependent Republics on our
own continent, sa well as ot 3¢ Emplie of Hrazil.

Oour d Menltier with New'-Beacnda, which o chord
time sicce Dore so 1l reatenin ¢ A sspoct, m®, (i is to
be hiped, in o fair train of scftlement, Iy & manmer
just acd honorable to both partive.

The Isthmus of Ceptral Ame 0w, lnclad'ng that of
Pasama, ls the grest bighway Letween the Atlautis
and Pucifie, over which & mr portion of the pom-
merce of the world (s destined to paes. Tho United
States are wore deeply intorestod any olher na-
ton o preservieg the freedom ard eeeurity of all the
comuupicatons aervss this isthmas, Ibis our daty,
theretore, fo take eare that they sbail wot bs inter-
rupted either by tnvasions (rom our country or by wane
betwegmy the itdeperdect States of Central Amerise.

Trder onr treaty with New-Gracada, of the 12th of

December, 1848, we are bound to guarautea the nes-

trality of the Isthmua of Pacama, through which the
Pauamn Railrond pasees, “as well 8a the rights of

“suvereignty and property which New-(iranads bas

 aud porsesses over the snid tersitory.”  I'ais oblige-

ticn is foonded upon equiva'ests grautad by the trealy

to the Government and people of the United States.

Urcer there clrenmetavces, 1 reoommend to Come
gress the pacenge of an act suthorizng the l‘roddﬁ
in caee of recessity, to employ lhtnfud and oa
forces of the TUnited States o carry into effect this
gunrantes of neutrality and protection I alwo recom-
wend siwilar legisiation for the security of any other
route scroes the Istbmus in which we wmay scquire s
luterest by treaty,

With tF'e independent republica on this contivent it
ia both our duty aed our interest to cultivato the most
frierdly relations. We can pever feel indifforeat te
their fate, ard mustalways rejoice in their prosperity.
Unfortuestely, both for them and for va, our ez '
ard advice have lost much of their ivtluence in oon-
sequerce of the lawless e xpeditions which have beem
fitted out agnimt eomwe of them within the lmits of our
courtry. Nothieg is better calouisted to rotard our
stendy material progress, or impair our charactor as & -
pation, than the toleration of such enterprisos in vio-
Iatien of the lnw of naticns.

It iwone of the first and bighest dutles of any iade-
perdect State, In its relations with tues membora of the

[ great family of pations, to restiain its people from sote

of hostile aguresaion against their citizens vr subjeots.
The moet enveent writers on public law do oot hosi-
tate to denounce such hostile acts as robbery and mur-

T,
Wenk and feeble Ststes, lce those of Clﬂ.nl‘

P Amerien, way not (esl themselves able to assert

vindiente their rights. The case would be far diffurent
it expeditions were set on foot witlin our own tetrito-
riea to wake {uivue war against & powerful nation.
If such expecitions wers fitted out from abroad
avy portion ef our own country, tv burn dowm owr
oities, wurder nnd plunder our people, and usurp our
Govercment, we should call any power on earth to the
glrictest account for vot preventivg such enormitiss,
Ever sivee the Admivistration of (ienersl Washing-
ton, acts of Congrees have been in force to punish se-
verely the orime of setting on foct & military axpodi-
tiom within the lmits of the United Statas to procesd
frem therce against & pation or State with whom we
aro at prace, The present neutrality act of April 20,
1518, is but litt'e more than a collection of preexisting
Isws. Under 'his sct the President ia empowered to
employ the laca avd naval forces and the miiitia * for
‘“tLe pu pose of preventing the carryiog oa of
“puch expedition or enterpilio from the teriitories
“urisdictioa of the United States,” and the Collectors
of Custom; are authorized and required to deluin any
vessel in port when there is roason to beliove abe iy
about te take part in such [awiesm orterprises.

When it was first randered nubﬂbln that an at'en'p.
wonld be Liade to get uy r uclawful expedidoa
syalost Nlear , the Beoretary of Stata jssued s
stinetions to t{n Marsbals and District-Attomeys,
which weie directed by the Secretaties of War and L
Nuvy to the sppropriste Anny sud N“t?: officers, re-
quirirg them to be vigilast and to use thair best exer-
tiops in canying iuto « ffect the provieions of the act of
INI8. Nuiwithatandivg theee precautions, the expedi-
tion bas escaped from our shaores, Sunh enterprives
can do uo possible good 1o the ceuntry, but have sl
reedy itfheted much injury both on s intercats and it
charactes.
They bave preverted paacefnl emigration from the
Urited States to the States of Coptral Amorics, whiols
could ot fail to gmv« highly beefictal to all the par-
ties concerned. In a pecusimy polat of view slore,
our citizars kawe sustained beavy lcsson from the ssin-
ure aud elosing of the Traneit Route by the San Jusa
between the two olears,
The leader of the rocent expedition was arrestad at
New Orleaus, but was discharged on ivi:'golldlh
bis appeararce in the ineufficient sum ot‘tlll N
1 esmmend the whole nnmﬂ to tha serious attan-
ticn of Copgress, believi our duty sud our in-
terest, ma well ns our oational character, require that
we should adopt such mensures 8y will be t&cclul -
rettiaiving our citizers from commilting auch out-
ragee.
pegret to inform you that the President of Para-
gaay has refosed to ratify the treaty betwesn the
Urited States sod that State me awmended by the
:;.:m, lh; ligul.u;n of whick waas moull&ud a the

esrnye of iy predecessor to Congrons at the niag
of its xi;uk-n 51 December, 15803, The ulm e
signed fur thie refusal will appear i the co
ence horewith submitted.
It baing desirable to asceriain the fitoess of the rives
La Plata and ita tributaries for navigation by team,
the Upited Staten stemmsr Water Witch was song
thither for that purpose in 1853, This onh&lu was
successfully enrried on uctil Febroary, 1855, whem,
while in the pe prosecution of VOyage up
the Parsua river, the steamer was fired upon bu
Paraguaysn fort. The fire waa retarned; bat ms
‘itch was of small fosce, and not de

i she retired from the
u which the sitsck was msde was &
decres of the icent of Paraguay of (October, 1354,
prehibitivg foreign vesselsof-war from uvf.llh‘
the rivers of that Biate, hﬁm
1
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was the owper of baut one bﬁﬁ Tgi
et mame, e o Ceshntion, ¢ D8
State « n ! on,
of its l.ioumm-:?tn espoet that much & decree
‘I;“& be ‘abq;d cumtnt be ;rkm.l::ﬂd. Bat
] ‘ster Witch was not, speaking, & voasal-
u!ercr. She wus 8 small -garmr,cwﬁl & scian-
tific ot terprise intended for the advantage of commer-.
cinl States generally, Under these circumstances, L
am cogstrained o consider ibe attack upon her s us-
justifinbie. ard as callng for satisfasiion {rom the Par-

vgusyan Government.
ic“J;w“ of the United States, also, who were sstab-

lished [a buainess in Paraguay, Lnve had their property”
nir:'d :l.du'l.;::n from !;E;;,.’.nd have oﬁuﬂ ’Ulﬂ
treated by the aulhq:it.iu.i; an ‘psulting sod arbitcary,
nanser, woich reqaires redress.

Akﬂnd‘.}c‘nﬂ&npm- will be mads in & e
but concilistory apirit. This will the more propably be

rauted if the ye shall bave aathorily Lo wse
other meazs in the event of & refusal. Thisis

irgly recommanded. . (o goiall (e alarming
dition of the Ten
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b’m the T'th.do! i‘::d P"mr?;’ th-h'l'g.ﬂmh:
Legilature b 8 IAw providing € .

g e e e
Co avention to meet on T ol .
fo: the purpoes of framivg s Consti preparstm
N ..em?mu info the Udlon. This law 'lpl in Ib'n'
-malu fair and just; and it 1s t0 be regretted that all Ve
qual'fied electors hid not registered themaalves r.ad
voted urnder its provisione,

At the time of the election for delegates, ba Suien-
sive orgacization exirted in the T , Whese
avowed object it was, if need be, to put down the law-,
ful Government by force, and to establish 8 Gover,.
ment of their owe under the so-called Topekn
futicn. ‘The persona attached to this revolutiorary
u;;gqinm abstaized from takiog sny part in tha
elertion,

The act of the Territorlal Lagislatu’.e onatited te
provide for submittog to the poorie the Conatitation
which wight be framed Ly the U7 aveptics | aod ia the
excited state of public | Kassss an

tion of Delegates on the

foeling .
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